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 TECHNICAL CIRCULAR No. 855 of 7th December 2024 

Flag State and casulaty investigation 

NOTIFICATION 

When a marine casualty occurs on the high seas or in an exclusive economic zone, the flag State 

of a ship, or ships, involved, shall notify other substantially interested States as soon as is 

reasonably practicable. 

When a marine casualty occurs within the territory, including the territorial sea, of a coastal State, 

the flag State, and the coastal State, shall notify each other and between them notify other 

substantially interested States as soon as is reasonably practicable. 

Notification shall not be delayed due to the lack of complete information. 

Format and content: The notification shall contain as much of the following information as is readily 

available: the name of the ship and its flag State; the IMO ship identification number; the nature of 

the marine casualty; the location of the marine casualty; time and date of the marine casualty; the 

number of any seriously injured or killed persons; consequences of the marine casualty to 

individuals, property and the environment; and the identification of any other ship involved. 

FLAG STATE’S AGREEMENT WITH ANOTHER SUBSTANTIALLY INTERESTED STATE TO 

CONDUCT A MARINE SAFETY INVESTIGATION 

Without limiting the rights of States to conduct their own separate marine safety investigation, 

where a marine casualty occurs within the territory, including territorial sea, of a State, the flag 

State(s) involved in the marine casualty and the coastal State shall consult to seek agreement on 

which State or States will be the marine safety investigating State(s) in accordance with a 

requirement, or a recommendation acted upon, to investigate under this Code. 
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Without limiting the rights of States to conduct their own separate marine safety investigation, if a 

marine casualty occurs on the high seas or in the exclusive economic zone of a State, and 

involves more than one flag State, then the States shall consult to seek agreement on which State 

or States will be the marine safety investigating State(s) in accordance with a requirement, or a 

recommendation acted upon, to investigate under this Code. 

For a marine casualty referred to in paragraphs 7.1 or 7.2, agreement may be reached by the 

relevant States with another substantially interested State for that State or States to be the marine 

safety investigating State(s). 

Prior to reaching an agreement, or if an agreement is not reached, in accordance with paragraphs 

7.1, 7.2 or 7.3, then the existing obligations and rights of States under this Code, and under other 

international laws, to conduct a marine safety investigation, remain with the respective parties to 

conduct their own investigation. 

 By fully participating in a marine safety investigation conducted by another substantially interested 

State, the flag State shall be considered to fulfil its obligations under this Code, SOLAS regulation 

I/21 and article 94, section 7 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. 

REFERENCES: 

- CODE OF THE INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS AND RECOMMENDED

PRACTICES FOR A SAFETY INVESTIGATION INTO A MARINE CASUALTY 

OR MARINE INCIDENT (CASUALTY INVESTIGATION CODE) 

ATTACHMENTS: No 
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